
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 May 7, 14, 21 & 28—Tuesdays, 
Victory Bound Recovery in the 
Conference Room at 6:00 PM for 
support for those recovering 
from addictions.   

 May 9, 16, & 23—Thursdays, 
Women’s Ministries Blessing 
Bags Sewing (7-9 PM) in the 
Fellowship Hall to sew clothing 
for Ethiopian children. 

 May 10—Friday, MOPS (Mothers 
of Preschoolers) meet in the 
Fellowship Hall for “Dive Into 
Summer” with children meeting 
in the Ministry Center, 9-11 AM 

 May 11—Saturday, Wohlk’s 50th 
Anniversary Open House in the 
Fellowship Hall, 2-4 PM. (No gifts 
please.) 

 May 11—Saturday, Garage 
Games for Jr. & Sr. High & 
friends at Soul Garage, 7-10 PM. 

 May 12—Sunday, Happy 
Mother’s Day 

 May 15—Wednesday, Young at 
Heart (Age 55+) in the 
Fellowship Hall. Meal provided, 
be sure to RSVP with Lee & 
Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925 
or on the Blue Sheet for an 
accurate count for lunch. Former 
missionary to the Philippines, 
Diana Stuhr will share her 
testimony. 

 May 22—Wednesday, Youth 
Senior Appreciation Night in the 
Soul Garage at 6:30 PM  

 May 27—Monday, Memorial Day 
(church office will be closed) 
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One of the goals for us as an elder board in the coming years and 

months is to communicate more effectively.    It can be hard with a 

church our size to keep everyone up to speed with what God is doing in 

our midst.    A good problem to have because God sightings have not 

been in short supply and we want to encourage you all by sharing how 

God is moving.    

 16 people made decisions for Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday and 25 more made 

rededications. Between the music, drama, preaching and the sheer power of the 

resurrection, lives were changed. 

 Essentials will have completed its first run with approximately 30 attendees.    

Essentials is the preferred path to membership as it explains the Essentials of 

the Christian faith, the Essentials of Maranatha, and the Essentials of being in a 

small group for spiritual growth.   A special thanks to Pastor Dan and Pastor Paul 

for leading this new exciting ministry.  

 AWANA held its awards banquet on April 24, 2013.    It is amazing to see our 

parking lot full each and every Wednesday with kids learning about Jesus.   Thank 

you to all the volunteers who tireless lead this vital ministry.   

 CenterShot Archery Ministry continues on Tuesday nights with approximately 50 

kids learning how to shoot the bow and learning about Jesus Christ.   This ministry 

is a collaborative effort with members of Red Cedar Church and an example of 

reaching our community through the use of our facilities.   

 Men’s Fraternity held its dinner banquet in recognition of those who completed 

either year one or two of the study.   Men, if you have never been in a small group 

and want to become a better husband, father, man at work and follower of Christ, 

this is the study for you.   Contact Pastor Dan or Pastor Paul if you are interested 

in the next study.   

 Hey Rube, We are in a fight!!!  This is our rallying cry for the next few months with 

the goal of getting 25 new volunteers plugged in and connected with the children 

and youth ministries here at Maranatha.   Look for the Big Ask to follow from 

Pastors and other ministry leaders as we need your help to effectively” Reach the 

Next Generation for Christ.”   

 A conflict resolution team was developed with Mike and Sandy Prusinski heading 

this up.   The intent is to ensure that questions, concerns and relational issues 

are handled well and attenders feel heard and cared for.   So if you have a 

concern with something happening at church and you don’t know where to 

start, Mike and Sandy are here to help you with this process. 

 The expansion is progressing nicely and hopefully the construction has not 

been too much of an interruption.   We are excited to see the finished product 

and please stay tuned as the fundraising process is in the works.  Thanks to 

our facilities team and finance team for their continued direction, use of gifts 

and guidance.    

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Elders, Darren Cox  



Not a Duckling Mother  (A Mother’s Day Story) 
 A number of years ago when I was struggling as a young restless mother, God 
made it very clear to me that my role as a mother was not one to be taken lightly.  It all 
began one morning as I went out to feed our laying hens.  Inside the chicken pen were 
eight small ducklings.  Now I had experience with a single duckling just three years earlier, 
and with the help of friends had successfully raised it up without domesticating it and had 
released it into the wild. I felt confident that I could do it again and God had entrusted 
these little ducklings into my care.  To spare you all of the heart-wrenching details, two 
weeks later the last little duckling died in my hands and I was a sobbing wreck.  In my effort 
to save them, I had accidently fed the ducklings things that ended up killing them.  I realized that I was a failure as a mother duck.  That is not 
what God called me to be.  However the lessons the Lord taught me during that time have stuck with me.   

 Those ducklings came to be in my chicken yard because the parents had left the nest.  Adult ducks leave shortly after the ducklings 
hatch, taking the newborns with them onto the water and do not return to the nest.  They stay near the water and forage along the banks. 
Too often ducklings are separated from parents during thunderstorms and are left unprotected.  Ducklings are able to search for food and 
shelter on their own and many survive caring for themselves, yet they wander aimlessly without direction.  Now it seems careless to me that 
ducks do not watch as closely over their young as we humans do, however I cannot fault ducks with the way they raise their young.  That is 
the way God has made them.    
 Yet less than two weeks later as I watched a little band of motherless ducklings get needlessly slaughtered on a highway by cars that 
did not stop for their crossing, I thanked God that His plan for His people is not the same as His plans for ducks.  God reminded me that He 
has provided my children with parents who are careful and protective.  We didn’t let our children play in the streets; with God’s help we 
provided a good stable home, healthy meals and protection from storms. We also realized the need to provide our children with direction. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 says:  “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  And Proverbs 22:6 reminds us 
to “train a child in the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”   
  Our children do not have to grow up so quickly as ducklings, and are given many years to learn and develop their life skills.   As 
parents we are to model these skills so our children will develop good habits to trust and know God. They are protected in our Father’s 
hands. As our Father teaches us, so we pass it on to our children, our children’s children, and even a number of friends along the way.    
 God has reminded me often since that restless time in my life that although I am not a healthy mother for ducklings, I am called to 
be a healthy example for my children.  As I pass into this new phase as “Grandma” I realize that my role hasn’t changed, just deepened.  I am 
still to provide the wisdom, the words from my Father, and the faith He has given me to share the lessons with the generations to come.  
Please do not ask me to babysit your ducklings, but I will gladly love your children.        
Living in His blessings, carmen  gil 

CenterShot and leaders teache life skills and 
help kids to keep Christ the focus of their lives.  
Over 40 kids participated in Centershot this 
spring with Pastor Paul, Sean Graese, and 
many other adult volunteers from Red Cedar.  
Pictures courtesy of Jeremy & Carla TePaske  
and Shari Pinkerton 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Nancy Peters, Amanda Stariha, Fran Reich, Marv Oftedahl, Don 
Frolik, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Don 
Murley, Pat Swanson, Connie Blix, Alex Mitchell, Kim 
Gruenhagen, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn and dad Richard, 
Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Julie Meinen’s dad, Paul 
Murry’s brother Benny, Glen Wegner’s brother Greg,  Esther 
Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and Barbara,  Kathy 
Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn, Lee & Shelby Wohlk’s grandson 
Jesse, Fran Reich’s children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede 
Harwart’s children, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Harold & 
Marilyn Edward’s son Steve, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, 
Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo, McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah 
Margan’s niece Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene,  Patricia 
Young’s brother Harlan, Julie Reid’s cousin, Mike Green’s friend 
Dave, Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-law Rick, Carolyn Swanberg’s 
son Brent, Mary Graese’s sister Corinne and nephew Joshua, 
Dean Valentin’s cousin Tim,  and Mary Potter’s friend Steve.  

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: Ruth Fredrickson-
Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois Carlson. 

“But God has 
surely 
listened and 
heard my 

voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Serving in the military:   Steve Blihovde’s son Grant is 
serving in Afghanistan. Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn is serving in the Middle East. Mike & Lori 
Green’s son Kyle is serving overseas in the Navy. 

Praises:  The healthy and safe delivery of Tony & Michelle 
Nord’s daughter Layla on March 7th.  The safe birth of 
Brittany Bier’s son, Greyson on March 14th. Eighteen 
Compassion International children were adopted this 
month at our Compassion Sunday event.  Praise the Lord 
for providing individuals who are volunteering to help with 
our children’s summer Sunday School.   

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

AWANA Carnival and Grand Prix 

—Winding up a Great Year— 



Victory Bound Recovery, an addiction support group, Meets Tuesdays at 6:00 
PM in the Conference Room at Maranatha. Anyone seeking support are invited 
to attend.  For more information, contact Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313 or 
paul@maranathafree.com. 
MOPS  featuring topic “Diving Into Summer” will meet on Friday, May 10th at 9:00 
AM in the Fellowship Hall and Ministry Center at Maranatha.  All mother of 
preschoolers are invited to join us.    
Wohlk’s 50th Anniversary Open House will be celebrated at Maranatha’s 
fellowship Hall on Saturday, May 11th From 2-4 PM. No gifts please.  
Garage Games for Jr & Sr High will be in the Soul Garage on Saturday, May 11th 
from 7-10 PM.  Friends welcome. 
Young At Heart (Age 55+) —will meet for a lunch (provided) on Wednesday, May 
15th in the Fellowship hall followed by speaker Diane Stuhr, former 
missionary to the Philippines and Wycliffe Bible interpreter.  Please sign up on 
the Blue Sheet or by contacting the Wohlks for an accurate count for 
lunch.   For further information contact lee and Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-
2925. 
Maranatha Community Garden:  If you wish to have a garden plot, there are 
approximately 20 plots still available.  contact Lee Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and 
click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you to where you can click 
on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If 
you do not have access to the internet, please pick up a copy of the 
Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome 
Center. 
Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM,. 
Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings in the Soul Garage 
through May 19th. Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for 
infants through 36 months in the main church for all services.  
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